RICAT Meeting Minutes
April 26, 2007
Office of Rehabilitation Services
40 Fountain Street ~ Providence, RI 02903
2:30 — 4:00 p.m.

ATTENDANCE:

Members: Ying Sun, Robert Perrello, Elisabeth Hubbard, Phyllis Lynch,
Charles Pollock, John Benevides (via phone), Jill Blaney, Kim
Wennermark, Flo Adeni-Awosika, James Litvack

ATAP Partner Agencies: Lisa Labitt, Lezlee Shaffer

Guests: Denise Corson (ATEL Program Coordinator), Mitchell Levy
(Hamilton Relay/RI Relay), Catherine Leatherman (Salve Regina Intern)
ATAP Program Director: Kathleen (Kat) Burrell

WELCOME:
Chairperson Jeanne Panarace called the meeting to order at 2:30 p.m.
Introductions were made.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:
The minutes of the RICAT Meeting of February 15, 2007 were accepted as
written.

CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT: Jeanne Panarace reported the following:

1. Events:

¢ Kim Wennermark’s son passed away recently. A card was sent
from RICAT.

e Emily is adopting a baby. A card will be sent by Chair Panarace
on behalf of RICAT.

e RSA invited Chair Panarace as a stakeholder to participate in
conference call. The question was raised as to who should
represent RICAT on conference calls such as these. To be
decided once new Chair elected.

e Chair Panarace reminded everyone of the need to respond to
activities of RICAT especially without Administrative Assistant.
Can send both emails and hard copies. Jim suggested that on
the subject line of email, mention “response needed”. It was
agreed that for voting actions, RICAT will rely on mailings.



COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Executive Committee: Jeanne Panarace stated they will structure
meetings differently so they are easier to schedule.

2. Membership and Outreach: Jill Blaney stated that Liz is the newest
RICAT member. She added that Richard Gaffney and Emily Lennon
both had to resign. They are now looking for three (3) council
members. Out of the 23 current members, they do not have a
guorum to vote and will need to send by mail.

Gary Brandyberry, consumer, is very active with RIDVP (RI Disability
Vote Project). He was recruited at the AT conference. Application
received.

Questionnaire about availability for membership meetings.
John Benevides — Vice chair

The RICAT Chair needs to be AT consumer — only 2 RICAT
consumer members expressed willingness, and can run for Chair.

2. By-Laws Committee: Jill Blaney — no action.

3. Alternative Finance: Previous members willing to continue on
committee: Lezlee Shaffer, Liz Hubbard, John Benevides. Kat
volunteered to Chair. Talked about asking Judi Carlson to join as
well. Preferred location was identified as TechACCESS, 2:30 —
4:00 p.m. Kat agreed to resend Needs Assessment to members &
coordinate scheduling a meeting. Jeanne reminded all that members
can bring in experts to committee.

4. Legislative Committee: Liz highlighted RIDVP mobilization and
reviewing challenges and solutions to obstacles to voting access.
Hearing will be coming up and people will be able to testify.

Forums — public hearing — organized by Governor's Commission on
Disabilities. Chair Panarace highlighted importance of advocating
AT as essential to people’s functioning. Lisa shared that partner
presence was at hearings, but RICAT would be helpful too.

Committee meets as issues come up. Not scheduled unless need to
address issues.



Chair Panarace encouraged all to alert legislative committee if aware
of important issues needing comment or action.

Communications Committee: Development of RICAT brochure —
three fold double-sided pamphlet. Use content of RICAT fact sheet.
Plan to submit mark-up pamphlet for feedback.

Goal: To produce a pamphlet in PDF format. Talked about using
VR to explore printing. Ying Sun will email markup to all and ensure
accessibility.

Partner Support: No report. Discussed possible activities. Chair
Panarace and Kat talked about setting up an initial meeting to
develop protocol to guide site visits.

PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

1.

RSA Data Collection Tool was modified for use by the Partners’
for Quarterly to ORS. Complete report will be submitted to RSA
by ORS in December 2007.

Get AT Stuff — Device exchange website is being set up by PARI.
It will eventually be monitored by the ATAP Administrative
Assistant.

Interviews for the Administrative Assistant position for 15 hours @
$15 hour is on-going.

Affiliation with the ATEL Program, currently housed @ Goodwill, is
being explored. ATAP/ATEL is already mission aligned.

Customer Satisfaction Survey — Developing a survey tool — keep it
simple and close to the time of service.

Protection & Advocacy Money — is separate from ATAP funding
stream. DLC receives funds directly.

National ATAP Conference in Denver in May. Kat will be
representing RI.



PARTNER AGENCIES' REPORTS:

1. OSCIL — Lezlee Shaffer: Newsletter — March had several AT and
BPAO (Benefits, Planning, Advocacy and Outreach) programs,
new technologies, enlisted community support to add donations to
AT closet.

Training on 4/19/07 attended by 40 people. Panel talked about
home modifications and transition services from nursing home to
Independent Living: 58 hours in Feb/March to 3 individuals to
coordinate everything needed for independent living. OSCIL
training to The Point and Crossroads about disability. Actively
involved with Disability Vote Project.

2. East Bay Educational Collaborative: Lisa Labitt stated this is their
busy time. Focus is on transition to post-secondary and college.
College forum on 3/31/07 at Providence College. This is the 3"
year and there were two student employment sessions.
Developing and expanding their library which provides an
opportunity to try equipment (about 708 pieces) prior to purchase.

ROUNDTABLE:

Liz Hubbard shared a Draft copy of the Assistive Technology Funding
Guide to help people with funding for assistive technology. Liz requested
feedback within one month. Either e-mail her at ehubbard@ridlc.org or
write on Guide and send to her at RIDLC, 349 Eddy Street, Providence, RI
02903. Liz requested that it not be distributed beyond RICAT until it
is finalized.

Kat to alert Sharon DiPinto that website needs to reflect a 2:30 start time
rather than 2:00.

NEXT MEETING DATE:
Thursday, June 28", 2:30 p.m. at the Office of Rehabilitation Services, 40
Fountain Street, 5" Floor Large Conference Room, Providence, RI.




