
RI Council on Assistive Technology 
December 10, 2009 ~  2:30 – 4:00 pm 

Office of Rehabilitation Services 
40 Fountain Street, Providence, RI 

 
Minutes 

 
Present:   Members:  Flo Adeni-Awosika, Melissa MacDonald, Carol 

Dusablon, Elizabeth Hubbard, Mike Montanaro, Teresa 
O’Brien, Jeanne Panarace, Colleen Polselli, Dan Pieroni, and 
Ying Sun 

 
 ATAP:  Kat Grygiel, Denise Corson, Judi Hammerlind-Carlson, 

Lisa Labitt and Lezlee Shaffer 
 
 

• Welcome and Introductions:   
 Meeting was called to order at 2:35 p.m. by Co-Chair Carol Dusablon. 

Carol began by saying she was still in the learning process of running 
meetings, and that Kat Grygiel, Mike Montanaro, Co-Chair Dan Pieroni and 
she had a meeting to discuss altering the style of the agenda.  Carol went 
through the information that was provided in every ones packets which 
included information on Robert’s Rules of Order, motions, and the AT Act. 

 
• Approval of Minutes 
 Motion was made to accept minutes from the September 24, 2009 meeting 

by Mike Montanaro, seconded by Ying Sun.  Motion was unanimously 
approved. 

 
• Old Business 

o Kat Grygiel commented that over the past 6 months, there has been a 
lot of committee work done.  The By-Laws were revised to be 
Guidelines instead with the number 1 change being the executive 
structure of the council.  There are now 2 co-chairs, of which one 
needs to be a consumer, versus the Chair and Vice Chair. The sub-
committee structure was also deleted with the exception of the 
Membership Committee.  Ad Hoc committees will be created when 
necessary.   

 
o Kat Grygiel noted that when the group met, it had been suggested that 

the last half hour be dedicated to Membership Committee meeting as 



everyone is here on a volunteer basis with a limited amount of free 
time.  A motion was made by Teresa O’Brien, seconded by Ying Sun 
to use the last half hour of the meeting for membership purposes as 
needed.  Discussion included Liz Hubbard questioning the time frame, 
and if that would be feasible based on how previous meetings have 
run.  Motion was made to postpone vote until April meeting by Liz 
Hubbard, seconded by Jeanne/Flo?, to see how long the new 
streamlined meetings run on average.  Motion was unanimously 
approved. Kat asked if the Membership Committee would be able to 
meet today after the meeting.  Since it was on the agenda, it was 
decided it would be ok to try out until vote in April.  Location of 
meetings was also discussed.  Thursdays at TechACCESS is not 
available so we are trying to get a more convenient location.  
Suggestions included PUC on Jefferson Blvd. and NEIT on Post 
Road.  Meetings will be held from 2:30 – 4:00 pm.   Co-Chair 
Dusablon asked that the people who suggested these locations contact 
them to see about their availability.   

 
o Kat Grygiel mentioned that at the last meeting Melissa MacDonald is 

exploring a training to be set up on running meetings for the new 
RICAT Co-Chairs as well as other advisory councils.  When she gets 
more information, she will bring it to the Council. 

 
• New Business 

o Membership terms will be expiring 12/31/09 for Margaret Hoye and 
Kathleen Samways. Carol will check to see if they are both interested 
in staying on the Council, and a mail ballot will be sent out if they are 
interested. 

 
o Jeanne Panarace commented that Tina Thompson had informed her 

that the FCC has approved a universal notification system (Amber 
Alerts, disasters, etc.) that is accessible to hearing impaired through a 
Blackberry. 

 
o Denise Corson, ATEL, added that a new product came out.  New 

Captel phone which has a large screen, person doesn’t have to 
purchase a 2nd line, and is quicker.  Shawn Gill from Hamilton Relay 
and Denise have set up 3 so far.  Cost is $100 promotional rate for a 
$500 phone.  Free through the ATEL program.  Denise also explained 
that if person had no internet access, the main problem would be that 
they would have to use an 800 # for incoming calls.  Jeanne Panarace 
commented that she has been using a Captel phone for the past 3 years 



now and says it captions your messages as well.  Denise will try to 
show a phone or pictures at the next meeting. 

 
o Co-Chair Dusablon asked that everyone go over the AT Act Summary 

prior to the next RICAT meeting to get a starting point.  
 

o Handouts of activities conducted by TechACCESS and OSCIL 
were given out.  (See attached) 

 
• Co-Chair Dan Pieroni thanked everyone again for voting him in as a 

Co-Chair.  He also asked that if a Council member has something 
they would like to discuss, to bring it to them.  He added that 
everyone has something valuable to bring to the table.  Co-Chair 
Dusablon added that what she brings to the table is child and family 
welfare, and again added that she is counting on members for their 
knowledge. 

 
• Co-Chair Dusablon brought up what would be on the next agenda – 

talking points on AT summary, where meeting will be, facilitating 
meeting, and Kat Grygiel added that at the next meeting she would 
like to report out on numbers provided by the ATAP partners for 
2009.  Kat explained that the way we get funding is by providing 
deliverables, which is why she would like to have council look at the 
numbers and areas that services are provided to.  Lezlee asked if the 
report being submitted is based on the instrument the partners 
submit. Kat responded that some states still struggle with data 
collection. 
 

• Meeting Dates will be held from 2:30 – 4:00 p.m. at a location to be 
determined. 

 
o February 25, 2010 – Warwick Public Library – Large Meeting Room 
o April 15, 2010 - Warwick Public Library – Small Meeting Room 
o June 24, 2010 - Warwick Public Library – Large Meeting Room 
o September 9, 2010 - TBA 
o November 4, 2010 - TBA 
 

• Membership Committee – Motion was made by Ying Sun and seconded by 
Flo Adeni-Awosika to postpone Membership Committee meeting, which 
was to begin at 3:30 pm, until next meeting as Membership Chair was not in 
attendance.  Motion was unanimously approved. 

 



 
• Motion made to adjourn by Jeanne Panarace and seconded by Ying 

Sun.  Motion approved.  Meeting was adjourned at 3:40 pm. 
 
• Reminder: contact Sharon (sharond@ors.ri.gov or 421-7005 ext. 

318) if you will or will not attend.  Also – any question of where the 
meeting will be held or date, you can always check the website, 
www.atap.ri.gov/ricat2.htm.  
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